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SUMMARY

Here’s What We
Will Be Learning
in this
Presentation:

February 17

❏

A Glimpse of Some Famous
Directors, Their Styles and Films.

❏

Exercises.

© Albert-Learning

2

VOCABULARY
Commercials: a television or radio advertisement. For example:
Commercials are a huge disturbance on television!
Garner: gather or collect (something, especially information or
approval). For example: Gatsby’s new mansion garnered public
attention.
Elaborate: to add more information to or explain something that you
have said; containing a lot of careful detail or many detailed parts. For
example: Jill’s new car has an elaborate interior design.
Evocative: bringing strong images, memories, or feelings to mind. For
example: The new artist’s works are evocative.
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ALFRED HITCHCOCK
Alfred Hitchcock, a London-born director,
was known as the “Master of Suspense”. He
started his filmmaking career in 1919 and
moved to Hollywood in 1939 to create some
of the most popular suspense and
psychological thriller classics we know
today.
In his six-decade career, Hitchcock made
more than 50 films and received the AFI
Lifetime Achievement Award. His movies
like Spellbound and Psycho had audiences
at the edge of their seats. His mission, as
he said, was “To simply scare the hell out of
people.”

Famous Movies: Psycho,
Vertigo, Dial M for Murder.

Spellbound,

CHRISTOPHER NOLAN
English-American filmmaker Christopher
Nolan
gained
fame
for
his
2000
independent film Memento. Nolan is known
to be a traditionalist, but he also knows
when to break cinematic rules to achieve
his artistic vision.
Non-linear storytelling is a style that he
uses in some of his films, and practical
special effects are used only when needed.
He explains his movie style through this
quote
“I
think
audiences
get
too
comfortable and familiar in today‘s movies.
They believe everything they’re hearing and
seeing. I like to shake that up.”

Famous movies: Dark Knight Trilogy,
The Prestige, Interstellar.

XAVIER DOLAN
Xavier Dolan is a French Canadian actor, director,
screenwriter, editor, costume designer and voice
actor from the province of Quebec. He began his
career as a child actor in commercials before
directing several arthouse feature films. He
garnered international acclaim in 2009 for his
debut feature I Killed My Mother (J’ai tué ma
mère), which premiered at the Cannes Film
Festival in the Director's Fortnight.
Famous movies: Heartbeats (Les
amours imaginaires), It's Only
the End of the World (Juste la fin
du monde).

STEVEN SPIELBERG
American
producer,
screenwriter,
and
director Steven Spielberg is one of the
pioneers of the era of New Hollywood. He is
one of the most well-known directors in film
history and is a co-founder of DreamWorks
Studios.
In his four-decade career, Spielberg has
created some of the most popular adventure
and science fiction films. However, he has
also directed films with humanistic storylines
such as the slave trade, war, and the
Holocaust giving him the honour of being the
highest-grossing director in film history. He
lives by his motto “You shouldn’t dream your
film, you should make it!”

Famous movies: Amistad,
Empire of the Sun, Bridge of
Spies, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial.

MARTIN SCORSESE
With a career spanning more than 45 years,
Martin Scorsese has delivered some of the best
films in the movie industry. His works address
various topics ranging from gangs and crime to
Catholic concepts. Scorsese is part of the New
Hollywood era of filmmaking, and he also
founded ‘The Film Foundation’ and ‘The World
Cinema Project’.
According to him, “Movies touch our hearts,
and awaken our vision, and change the way we
see things. They take us to other places. They
open doors and minds. Movies are the
memories of our lifetime. We need to keep
them alive.”

Famous movies: Cape Fear,
The Colour of Money, Hugo.

STANLEY KUBRICK
Stanley Kubrick was a British-American
filmmaker known for creating film adaptations
of short stories or novels. His films consist of
elaborate set designs, evocative music, and
unique cinematography styles. He was a
perfectionist and had good attention to detail,
overseeing all aspects of production from
writing and direction to editing.
Kubrick’s works are considered some of the
most important contributions to the film
industry in the 20th century. Starting out as a
photographer, here is his view
about
filmmaking: “If it can be written, or thought, it
can be filmed.”

Famous movies: 2001: A
Space Odyssey, A Clockwork
Orange, Eyes Wide Shut.

ANG LEE
Taiwanese-born director Ang Lee moved to the
United States to study to be an actor. However,
his speaking English was difficult for him, which
made him want to pursue directing instead. Ang
Lee penetrated the film industry in 1992 with
his directorial debut Pushing Hands. One of his
famous quotes is “You become the movie you
are making.”
Famous movies: Crouching
Tiger;
Hidden
Dragon,
Brokeback Mountain.

Exercise 1
1)

What is your opinion about any of these movie directors?

1)

Have any of you seen any of the films mentioned in the presentation? If
yes, talk about it.

1)

What is your perception of movies over the years?

1)

Have the movies evolved or is the film industry stagnant?

1)

Are there any movie directors you can think of who may have inspired or
influenced your life?

Exercise 2
Here are 5 words with their meaning and an example. You have
to discuss with the other students if the words are used in the
correct context, in the examples. Whether yes or no, you have
to explain your answer.

Commercials: a television or radio advertisement.
Example: The number of commercials buildings have increased since 2011.
Garner: gather or collect (something, especially information or approval).
Example: His movie garnered many awards.

Elaborate: to add more information to or explain something that you have
said; containing a lot of careful detail or many detailed parts.
Example: Our company’s profits have elaborated since we upgraded our
technology.
Evocative: bringing strong images, memories, or feelings to mind.
Example: The resort was on a beach and the gentle sound of the waves was
evocative.
Career: (in this context) job or series of jobs that you do during your
working life, especially if you continue to get better jobs and earn more
money.
Example: He has careered in sales since 1999.

